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0 WERE TOL 
By Hal Johnson 


i'MISSIONS IN BERKELEY 
If that devoted Franciscan friar Junipero Serra could come back 
| to life and visit Berkeley, he would find California’s 21 early missions 
| complete in every detail in the home of Herbert L.. Smith, 1644 LaLoma 
| Ave. The famed padre probably would be more surprised than were 
| the four white men who, on March 27, 1772—four years before the 
| Declaration of Independénce was signed—climbed the Berkeley hills 
| and gazed out over Sann Francisco Bay. This quartet came from the 
'San Carlos Mission at Monterey.,————_ Soke Peas Pero. eae 
Herbert Smith, retired construc-| and one of the first elevators west 
tion engineer, 25 years a resident! of Chicago. 
p plkealor TS Oa ” g mn . : 
of Berkeley, knows as much about | ['wo of his boyhood years were 
the architecture and construction! oS Pees sa ali 
: ; mo +... spent in the mining town of Bodie, 
of California missions as any living! : 
man. All during his quarter cen-| Known as the toughest place in 
i'tury here he has been studying California. In 1885 the Smith fam- 
|them and he has reproduced. In| ily moved to Oakland. He was liv« 
miniature on a scale of one-six- 
teenth of an inch to a foot all the 


missions from San Diego north. | ~~ 
In addition, he has prepared ac- | Erickson held a great revival meet- 





ing there in January, 1890, when a 


traveling evangelist named George 


curate plans of the mission struc-)/iNg, and announced that on April 


tures and the surrounding grounds. /14 San Francisco, Oakland, Chi-« 
cago and Milwaukee would be 
Ae Ame Zr swept off the earth by a terrific 
graphed under lighting SIMUAr tn - rthquake and tidal wave. Al. 

included a out Mogh nothing was mentioned 
It was ore anal wa the fate of Berkeley, some 
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0 WERE TOL) 


By Hal Johnson 


MISSIONS IN BERKELEY 
If that devoted Franciscan friar Junipero Serra could come back 
to life and visit Berkeley, he would find California’s 21 early missions 


complete in every detail in the home of Herbert L. Smith, 1644 LaLoma 
Ave. The famed padre, probably would be more surprised than were 
the four white men who, on March 27, 1772—four years before the 
Declaration of Independence was signed—climbed the Berkeley hills 
and gazed out over Sann Francisco Bay. This quartet came from the 
San Carlos Mission at Monterey. —-—— 

Herbert Smith, retired construc-| and one of the first elevators west 
tion engineer, 25 years a resident! of Chicago. 
of Berkeley, knows as much about! 
the architecture and construction 
of California missions as any living : 
man. All during his quarter cen-| Known as the toughest place in 
tury here he has been studying California. In 1885 the Smith fam- 
them and he has reproduced, in| ily moved to Oakland. He was liv~ 


‘miniature on a scale of one-six-| ing there in January, 1890, when a 


teenth of an inch to a foot all the| ; 
missions from San Diego north. traveling evangelist named George 


In addition, he has prepared ac- | Erickson held a great revival meet- 


| 


curate plans of the mission struc-;1ng, and announced that on April 
tures and the surrounding grounds.|14 San Francisco, Oakland, Chi- 


These models are now being photo- | 280 and Milwaukee would be 

aes |swept off the earth by a terrific 
graphed under lighting »similar t0\ earthquake and tidal wave. Al. 
the sun so that shadows will be the! though ‘nothing was mentioned 
same as On these original relizious , 


about the fate of Berkeley, some 
structures many of which are now Ocean View residents—now West 
only adobe ruins. Plans and speci- 


Bae Berkeley—took to the hills for 
fications, to scale, also are being 


| ©|safety on that April morning as 
oceerornes to be used in his} gig hundreds of Oaklanders. Evan- 
ook, 


gelist Erickson was just 16 years 
Four years ago Mr. Smith pre- 


..|and four days previous in his pre- 
sented to the Board of Education| diction of an April earthquake. 
|10 larger mission models made on| As a boy Herbert Smith dis- 
a three-sixteenth of an inch to Socks aaaed he could draw. He wise 
foot scale and taking up about six , 


into an architect’s office, later 
square feet each. They include the! studied construction engineering 
Carmel, San Juan Baptista, St.| 


: ae the hard way—by working on the 
Francis de Assisi (Dolores), San 


; 'jJob. For 10 years before he retired 
Francisco and Parish Church of |he was construction. engineer with 
Monterey. the Union Oil Co. at Oleum. 


All of the models are made of) In 1900 he married Miss Alice 
wood. Some of them have roofs) Eaton who was the first white 


jof real tile. Others have com=| child, other than Spanish, born in 
| Position roofs of glue and whiting,| Pasadena. Her father, Benjamin 
{combined before the compound Faston, came vi&% covered wagon 
dried. Every detail even to the cor- from Connecticut in 1851, He had 
rect number of windows, arches) j,,4q in the famous old Rancho San 

|| and columns, has been reproduced. Pasqual which included the whole 
Before star ting his miniature) of what now is Pasadena. Benjamin 
;Mussions Mr. Smith studied pic-)paston is credited with being re- 
{tures and maps and early Photo-| snonsible for starting extensive 
| 8raphs. These included the Vis- dry farming in Southern California 


‘|cher drawings of the missions and put in Pasadena’s first water 
|made between 1840-1860 and eee 


willed to Bancroft Library by the Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Smith 
artist, with the understanding that} pay one daughter, Mrs, Katherine 
they were to remain in a sealed Geering, wife of G. R. Geering of 
| box. One of the Vischer heirs per- Albany. The Geerings have three 
mitted Smith to see the drawings. daughters, Sheila, Nancy and Mar- 
They are about eight to ten inches tha. Mr. Smith is now at work, 


in size and all hand colored. compili 
puing final drafts on his book 
In 1965 an etcher named Ford which will contain pictures of 


{etched all 21 missions. Smith] california Missions made from his 
located photographic plates made models. We met him the other 


of them in Santa Barbara by a afternoon when he brought his 
photographer, also named Ford models up to the home of Mr. and 
and perhaps Ford’s son or nephew, Mrs. Fowler Mallett, 2905 Pine 


Smith’s maps were made from the Ave, and entertained the San Fran- 
original surveys which the late cisco Tea Club. His lecture proved 
Bishop Alamany had Prepared! 5 popular he repeated it in the 
around 1852 when he brought suit evening for many of the Mallett 
against the United States Govern- neighbors. 
ment to regain for the Church title Mr. and Mrs. Smith are now con-« 
un Posed) fronted with home troubles. He can 
the mission tracts. Some of the| build miniature missions and per- 
mission orchards were fenced in| haps could design ‘and build his 
by adobe walls which made it com! own residence, if he could obtain 
paratively easy for the Bishop to material. Only recently he received 
prove his claims, United States’| notice that the residence on La 
courts acknowledged his claims Loma Ave. which the Smiths have 
and the property was returned. occupied for years has been sold 
1} OTHER PROPERTIES and they have been given only a 


Santa Clara University stands on| limited time to find another place. 
reclaimed mission land. Much of|1f you have a house or a flat that 
the other property, however, was) |S soon going to be for rent, Mr, 
-| Subsequently sold by the AT inane Ges an ee 
Church, Only a few of the old mis- , l 
sions have been restored complete-| Knowledge of construction en- 
ly, so Smith’s miniature missfns eeering you might find him a 
_|are the nearest replicas of these| handy tenant to have in these days 
| early California missions so much| When carpenters are about as hard 
an intregal part of the State’s his-| ‘© get as a pound of bacon. 
o| tory. Ee 
m.| The United States Historical 
Building Survey, a WPA projectif 
|of depression days, included Cali- ‘ 
fornia missions. It was carried out| 
‘under the direction of the National | 
i Parks Service, Museum Division, | 
| which had its local headquarters in}, 
the old -Federal Land Bank, Ful-| 
ton St., facing Kittredge St. Mr.| 
Smith was then with the Parks/4 
e| Service. The completed project is 
s2| now in the Library of Congress and 4 
€/is also in book form. Smith has a} 
Beets copy of the missions| 
mee | project. : 


Two of his boyhood years were 
|spent in the mining town of Bodie, 


~ 





Herbert L. Smith was born in| 
Virginia City in 1871. That was| 
~|two years before the Big Bonanza 
was discovered in the Comstock 
Virginia mine. His father, Horace 

| Smith, was in the general mining 
business. Herbert Smith remem- 
mj bers faintly the great fire which 
swept Virginia City on Oct. 26, 
1875, the famous International Ho- 
tel with its ceiling-high mirrors 


——_ 
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Herbert Smith's 
Gift Presented 


[Continued from Page One] 
dated coridition into which the var- 
ious missions were falling and be- 
came interested in their restora- 
tion. 

As the years passed and he wit- 
nessed the restoration of some oi 
‘them in a manner that did not con- 
| vey any impression of their influ- 

¢ | ence upon the early development 
of California, he gradually lost 
interest in their restoration. 


In 1935, while an employee of the 
National Park Service Smith con- 
ceived the idea of building one 
large museum that would preserve 
permanently all of the available 
‘nformation and material on Cali- 
fornia Missions. “Such an exhibit 
coordinated by scientific direction 
would become of such educational 
and_ historical importance as to 


: ERDAS CO SIs ee 
HERBERT L. SMITH... 
donates collection of models of 
California missions to the Berke- 
ley public schools. 


2 2 


M 


by School Board 
Schools 


ena > 


| 


: 


\ 


| 


merit a favorable position among] 


the country’s oustanding museums, 
he believed. The central theme of 
this museum would be an elabor- 
ate scale replica of the missions, 
one model for each mission. 


BUILT REPLICAS 


By ELIZABETH TURNER 

As a result on one man’s hobby 
land .work, the Berkeley “Public 
Schools have become the first pub- 
| lic school system in the country to} 
possess a set. of authentic models|| aged to build models of some of 
fof the Missions of California. The|l;,. missions. Hea? MArted this 
i models were presented to the local about six: years ago ait Eis Rest 


schools by Herbert L, Smith, re- | model was Mission Dolores in San 
jtired National Park Service e€M-|\Francisco. For the next six years 


ployee, at a public»meeting of the} py, spent all his free time, eve- 
Berkeley Board. of Education last||,ings, Sundays, holidays and va- 


To make this possible Smith de- 


Above are clusteredfive of the models of California Missions fr 
which he presented fo’ the Berkeley Public Schools last night. 
(Mission Dolores}and San Juan Bautista. 
““Monterev and San Antonio de Padua. 


De 


St. Francis:de Assisi 
‘Borremo, 


local school museum last night, 
Smith said that. he hoped it would 
prove “a method to preserve for 


posterity the fast crumbling mis- 


sion idea as being the powerful 


\influence whicH has formed the 


ieee, With this: gift also. wen! cations, either working upon: his\f¢oyndation for the culture, indus- 


hee ee te ae ne Imodels or doing the painstaking 
ee 4 ne ' historical research necessary to 


aad schae 
They were accepted in behalf of build authentic replicas 


| Bie Rika \ Altogether, Smith has ‘construct- 
Fe cin eee ed nine scale models of the North- 
f Ta ; sa tee nn ern Missions. Each of the models 
meee eeuon by Dre Viren By Pick is approximately five’ by six feet. 
ison, superintendent of schogls. The| yon it becames evident to 
Mmodels and the library will be used Smith that the predent eye (Hed 
Mato augment the studies of Cali- sudad aeuvel ee eseum of 
; fornia's early history now being missions heeonnt a reality he 
scarried on in the Berkeley schools. i nS : 


Smith became interested in the sought out some’ agency that would 


H missions of the State while a stu- preserve, make use of and. carry 
® dent of architecture in San Fran-|0” The wae he had. started. ne 
lcisco. It was at the time that eae found ce the: Berkeley public 
fornians were developing a dis- BCHOOIS: which were already Seay 
ltinctive type of mission architec- Ing tHe works ef the early ee 
ture that Smith was sent to the both i” ‘the grade schools and uo 

ivarious missions to get authentic the high school: He felt that: his 
designs for San Francisco homes. Seated iy ee eae at 
meee inpressee ya ae ee making accurate the concepts that| 

Page 1, 2nd Section] || teachers were already developing. 
He found also that a school mu- 

seum had been developed as an, 

active ‘part of the school work and 

not as a mere collection of relics. 

In adding his collection to the 


[Continued on 


; 
| 


try and civilization of our present- 
day California.: The mission build- 


ings,” he said, “which were erected | 


throughout northwestern 
and in California furnish us with 
material evidence that a very im- 
portant historical era, antedating 


the American occupation by sev- 
eral centuries ... From a material 
standpoint we have but to turn our 
present development in viticulture, 
agriculture, irrigation, brick and 
tile making, stock raising, to know 
that all of these are but the out- 
come of the work of the padres.” 


EDUCATIONAL VALUE 


Smith suggested that by the use 
of his models and the accompany- 
ing maps, pictures, sculpture, pot- 
tery, etc., a department of Spanish 
and Mexican» history be initiated 
in the public schools. History and 
development of California »would 
be featured, with stress upon the 


educational value of the perfect 
model scales of the missions, ac- 


cording to,his ‘plan... 


. oa 


the Presidio Church: at, 


Mexico} 


’ 


Models } 


ISSION | 


Inherit Mission Models 


In accepting the gift in behalf 
of the board of education, Presi- 
dent Louise Hector said: 


“ ., I express to you our deep 
appreciation of your interest. and 
of your kindiess in presénting 
this gift to the Berkeley Public 
Schools. 


“We accept your gift and in the 
interest of the welfare of the chil- 
dren who are now in Berkeley 
schools and those who may be} 


educated here in years to come,@ 


we instruct our- superintendent 
and the members of the staff to 


make the best possible use .of this 
material in the edutational” pro-¥ 


gram of our city.” 

Superintendent Dickson express- | 
ed appreciation to Smith for his 
gift in behalf of the teachers, 
citizens and pupils of the commun- 
ity. He said: 

‘Mr. Smith, your library of ma- 
terials on the Missions and the) 
models which «yori have” built 
through years of time with your} 


: 
i 


own hands, represent to us some-| 


hing more than the mere intrinsic 
vorth of these materials, as great 
as that worth is. It represents a 
philosophy of learning. and a 
search for facts that’ characterize 
your own thinking and your own 
life. -We believe they should char- 
acterize to a greater extent the 
hinking and lives of students and 
of people in general,  —_—. 


Livi}: Sane 


ase return this 


ok,via Railway 
press,collect,to 
robert L. 


Smith, 


ee 


xs 


om the collection of Herbert L. Smith, 
In the foreground, left to right, are:/ 
In the rear, left to right: San’ Carlos 


“What you have 
doubtless, through these materials, 
inspire many others to search dili- 
gently into the nature of the work 
of these pioneers of American cul- 
ture “and history. When anyone 


Mstudies the architectural plans of 


these missions and then studies 
the materials with which they 
‘were made, how these materials 
were obtained, and the general 
social and idustrial life represent- 
ed in the communities where these 
missions were maintained—when 
all these things become a part of 
the thinking, of one “who would 
reach back into the basic causes 
of our social and economic his- 
tory, they cannot help building a 
clearer understanding of the foun- 
dations of our California history. 
Likewise, these ¢arly beginnings 
of our history d@ubtless have much 
meaning and much influence upon 
our present afd upon our future. 

! study of the Cali- 


fornia missi®ns is not new to our! 








‘give “added interest. and added 
stimulation: £0: ‘make it mofe’ sig-' 
nificant for the future. l trust that] 


Imovement which may have far@® 


reaching consequences.”’ 


TELLS OF SKETCHES 

Among those present at the 
board meeting last night was A. B. 
Reading of Berkeley who told of 
the original set of mission 
sketches by Edward Vischer which 
has been in the Bancroft, Library 


of the University of California, 
‘Since 1910. He expressed the hope 


that materials in the estate of Hu-| 
bert Vischer, son of the artist, of} 


which he is executor, might some 
day contribute to the work which 
Smith has begun. 








DEDICATED 
TO 


Fr. JUNIPERO SERRA 











THE MUSEUM OF THE MISSIONS 


A PLAN 
By 
HERBERT L. SMITH 


Berkeley, California 
June, 1937 
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THE MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA 


One hundred and sixty-seven years ago, July first, 1769, Gaspar de Por- 
tola, a Catalan officer of dragoons and Father Junipero Serra, a Franciscan 
priest, heading an overland expedition from Mexico to establish a chain of 
missions in California, arrived in San Diego. The Russians were slowly but 
surely encroaching on Spanish domain from the north, also the word of 
God must be carried to the heathen. So, the State and Church combined in 
the formation of this expedition and on this memorable date the gateway 
to California was pushed open. The civilization of the West had begun. 

During the succeeding sixty-four years the mighty chain had been 
painstakingly established, grown to the brilliancy of a fruitful maturity 
and had suffered the ignominy of secularization, ruin and defeat. Twenty- 
one mission empires eventually answered the roll call of achievement, 
each with the same spiritual goal as a guiding theme but each developing 
individual material attainments with which to emphasize the achieve- 
ments of many converts to the glory of God and to the honor of the 
patron, Saint Francis. 

These great spiritual and commercial establishments grew to become 
mighty and powerful. They were rich in accomplishments and rich in 
cattle, sheep, wine and silver. They carried on a clandestine trade with 
the New England coast and with South America which enriched the 











treasury of the missions. They welded a mighty chain of frontier advance- 
ment, fast assuming the dictatorship of civil government. Men of mighty 
intellects were born in this realm and in due course assumed their allotted 
sphere of influence within the church or state. They civilized the great 
empire of California, made its laws, inaugurated its vast agricultural and 
irrigation systems. The commercial operations of the missions were on 
the scale of big business and their influence in the future development of 
California was very great. A heritage rich in pioneer fulfillment has been 
given us, the visual evidence being blazoned forth over the length and 
breadth of this land in the present prosperity of California and in the mis- 
sions nestled amid peaceful valleys of the coast country, being the pitiful 
remnants of what once was a superb sacrifice. But that power which 
makes empires and then disdainfully tosses them into the discard, in this 
game of civilization, decreed that the Franciscans should carry the ban- 
ners of the pioneer into this wonderful land of fruit and honey as trail 
blazers only, leaving to others the task of continuing on the great work 
so unselfishly and so nobly started. 

Their successors, in turn, trampled into the dust every vestige of this 
spiritual achievement. They did desolate and profane the wonderful 
churches and huge commercial establishments, then scattering to the 
four winds the teachings of faith and brotherly love which the simple 
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Indians had learned to expect from their conquerors. They lusted for 
material things and posessions and the humiliation and degradation of 
the remarkable building of the mission system was complete. Time, earth- 
quake and vandalism then continued the material destruction. The once 
truly beautiful architectural gems which studded this holy chain so care- 
fully and lovingly wrought among the rolling hills of California was fast 
disappearing. 

For the past fifty years a renewed interest in the glory, achievement 
and beauty of the missions has been increasingly manifest, but due to 
the magnitude of the proposition a very small progress has been made in 
preservation. During that time the destructive forces, both human and 
natural, have combined in accomplishing the woeful decay, and in some 
cases, the total elimination of the buildings. 

In 1883 the noted artist, Henry Chapman Ford, traveled the full length 
of the mission chain. He was inspired in being able to catch, amid the 
ruins, the halo of the former grandeur and remarkable beauty of these 
wonderful buildings. His collection of etchings, made at that time, is 
herewith presented. 
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SAN DIEGO DE ALCALA 


| San Diego de Alcala, founded July 16, 1769, as 
a brush-wood structure near San Diego Bay, by 
Fr. Junipero Serra, President of the California 
Missions. In August, 1774, the Mission was moved 


six miles up the San Diego river. About a year 
later 1000 Indians attacked and burned this 
structure and killed Fr. Jayme. In 1776 the pres- 
ent Mission was erected on the site of the 
burned one. : 





SAN LUIS REY DE FRANCIA ops 


San Luis Rey de Francia, San Diego County,” 
the eighteenth Mission, founded June 13, 1798 is 
situated 42 miles from San Diego and 4 miles from 


Oceanside. The stately structure was completed 
in 1802 and its beauty and extent is evidenced by 
its ruins. This was one of the wealthiest Missions 
located amid a large, peaceful Indian population. 
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SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 


San Juan Capistrano, Orange County, established October : 

30, 1775, by Fr. Fermin Francisco de Lasuen. Mass was cele- ee 
brated and the temporary structures begun, but a few days 
later word of an Indian uprising at San Diego caused its tem- ‘ 
porary abandonment. ‘The cross was left standing and the 
bells buried. November 1, 1776, the Mission ‘was re-established 
(this is the date usually given as that of. the founding). This 
was the finest of all: the Missions in architectural beauty. An 
earthquake in 1812 destroyed the recen tly-completed church. 
This was the seventh Mission puigblished. 
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SAN GABRIEL ARCANGEL 


San Gabriel Arcanégel, founded September 8, 
1771, the fourth CaliforniayMission established, 
is located 18 miles from. Los Angeles. The present. 
structure dates from 1812. All Missions were first ~ 


temporary strictures, as’ the Indians became 
expert in making building material the buildings 
now in evidence were erected. San Gabriel was. 
always’ a most oe establishment. 
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SAN FERNANDO REY: DE ESPANA 


San Fernando Rey de Espana, Los Atibe- 
, les County, the seventeenth Mission’ estab-._ 
lished, was founded September 8, 1797. The 
hand of neglect has borne heavily on this 
once stately establishment, which is about 


15 miles from Los Angeles. 








SAN BUENAVENTURA | 


San Buenaventura, Ventura County, 
founded March. 31,. 1782, was the ninth Mis- 
sion established. This Mission was visited in 
1793 by the English explorer, George Vancou-., 
ver, who has left an interesting account of 
the fruits and other products cultivated there. 
The Mission Fathers laid the foundation of 
horticulture in California. 





SANTA BARBARA 


Santa Barbara Mission was founded Decem- 
ber 4, 1786. This interesting old Mission is still 
occupied by the Franciscan Fathers, which order 
founded all the Missions of Alta California. It is 
here that Father Zephyrin Engelhardt, the his- 


torian (from the Santa Barbara archives and other 
sources), has written his valuable and authentic 
‘‘Missions and Missionaries of California’’, the 
only true history of these interesting establish- 
ments. Santa Barbara was the tenth Mission 
established. | 
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LA PURISIMA CONCEPCION 


Ly 


“7s La Purisima Concepcion, at Lompoc, Santa 
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“Barbara County, was founded December 8, 1787, 
and was the eleventh Mission established. ‘Poor 
Purisima! Near the river Santa Ines, clustered 
around by pretty hills, adversity seemed to claim 


it for its own. Almost totally destroyed by the 
earthquake of 1812, rebuilt, seized and again 
greatly damaged by Indians in 1824, now in ruins, 
deserted and alone.’’ This Mission has lately been 
restored by the Emergency Conservation Corps. 











SANTA INES. 


Santa Ines, Santa Barbara County, the 
nineteenth Mission established, was founded 
September 17, 1804. At this Mission is to be 
noted the large brick reservoir and other evi- 


dences of the engineering abilities of the 
early fathers and their labor in developing the 
resources of the surrounding lands for the 
support of the Christianized Indians. 





SAN LUIS OBISPO DE TOLOSA 


San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, the fifth Mission 
in California, was founded September 1, 1772. It 
was here that the well-known Mission tiles were 
first manufactured. In their earlier days the Mis- 


sions were thatched with tules. As warlike Indi- 
ans visiting this place shot burning arrows onto 
the inflammable roof the tiles became a necessity 
for protection from fire. Later they were used on 
all the Mission buildings. 





SAN MIGUEL ARCANGEL 


San Miguel Arcangel, San Luis Obispo 
County, the sixteenth Mission founded, dates 
from July 25, 1797. Each of these old Missions 
were carefully located after thorough investiga- 


tions of all available sites and were planned to 
' form a continuous chain of establishments a day’s 
journey apart. Many such could not be estab- 
lished consecutively and were only founded as 
opportunity permitted. 
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SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA 


San Antonio de Padua, Monterey County, 
the third Mission established 20 miles west 
from King City, was:founded July 14, 1771. 
This, like each of the old Missions, had archi- 


tectural features and a beauty all its own. In 
its prime this was one of the most important 
and prosperous Missions, DeRCU Ey noted 
for its fine horses... | | 








NUESTRA SENORA DE LA SOLEDAD 


- Nuestra Senora de la Soledad, Monterey 
County, the thirteenth established Mission, 
founded October 9, 1791, is today but a crum- 
bling ruin. It was here that Governor Jose 
Joaquin de Arrillaga, the ninth of the eleven 
Spanish Governors of California, died in 1814 
and was buried. 
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SAN CARLOS BORROMEO 


San Carlos Borromeo, sometimes called Car- 
mel, the second Mission established, was founded 
June 3, 1770, in the present town of Monterey 
and was moved to its present site in December 


1771. This was the home of Father Junipero 
Serra, the first President and founder of the ear- 
lier Missions. Here he died and is buried, as is 
also his successor, Fr. Lasuen. 








SANTA CRUZ 
Santa Cruz founded August 28, 1791, has 


_ passed entirely away and a painting of the 


structure is the only pictorial representation 
of this Mission. It disappeared before the day 


of. photographs. At the northern end of the 

ies ‘great Monterey Bay, in the beautiful city of 

_» --,* the same name, only memories remain of this 

“> s- twelfth Mission. A restoration of the church 
has lately ‘been erected in Santa Cruz. 
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7 SAN J UAN BAUTISTA 

‘San Juan Bautista, the fifteenth 
Mission, was founded June 24, 1797. 
_ It is located four miles from Sargents, 
in San Benito County, and has much 


to interest the tourist. This place was 
historically important in the early days 
of American occupancy in California. 
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SANTA CLARA 


ad Santa: lira 3 was founded January 12, 1777, and the 

‘. new church was dedicated May 15, 1784, on his last visita- 
fee ‘tion and shortly before the death of Fr. Junipero Serra. 
- This ‘‘new church’’ proved too small for the congrega- 
tion and many years ago it was taken down and the pres- © 


ent structure erected. The fine reredos is a relic of the old . 
Mission and many historical relics are carefully. pre- 
served by the Jesuit Fathers of the Great University of — 
Santa Clara, which is the s successor "of this piehch, of the | 
. California. Missions. © | ths Ra 








SAN JOSE DE GUADALUPE Py os 


| San Jose ‘Be Guadalupe, near Warm Springs, Alameda 
County, the fourteenth Mission,. and the only one on the 
east side of San Francisco Bay, was founded June 11, 1797. 
Many maps erroneously show this Mission at the present 
city of San Jose, which was an old Spanish Pueblo three 
miles from the Mission of Santa Clara, with which it was 
connected by ‘“‘The Alameda’’, a road lined with willow 
trees planted by Fr. Maguin Catalia. The original picture 
of Mission San Jose is from a rare Pag uerreely he. made 
before the destruction of the edifice. : 
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ST. FRANCIS DE ASIS (Dolores) 


’ St. Francis de Asis (Dolores) , the sixth Mission estab- 2 


lished was founded October 8, 1776. This Mission gave . 


the name to the metropolis of California and was named 
in honor of the patron of the Franciscan Fathers. The 
old adobe, tile-roofed structure is still in a fine state of 
preservation, and while less architecturally pretentious, is — 
a most interesting link between the present and the past. 
At its side in the old cemetery rests the body of Luis 
Antonio Arguello, the first Mexican governor of Califor- 
nia, and also, in-an unmarked grave in the church, Jose 
Francisco Ortega, the discoverer of the Golden Gate. | 








SAN RAFAEL ARCANGEL 


Located on the site of the present Catholic Church 
in San Rafael, Marin County, it was founded December 
14, 1817, being the first Mission establishment north of 
San Francisco Bay, and was used as a refuge for Indians 
who were ill at Dolores. Due to the exhaustive research 


and work of Mr. Al Sondag, sculptor and artist, this 
_ reproduction was painted, being based on a sketch made 
- by General Vallejo. The site of the Mission was thickly 
_. wooded with sequoias and was called by Vallejo, ‘‘El Bous- 

_-que del Mission”’ or ‘‘Mission Grove’’. Nota trace of the 
Mission remains today. 
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SAN FRANCISCO SOLANO (Sonoma) 


San Francisco Solano (Sonoma), the most 
northerly of the Franciscan Missions, was 
founded July 4, 1823. It was near this estab- 


| ue lishment that many of the earlier American 
"settlers from ‘‘the States’’ before the discov- 
ery of gold in California, settled and engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. It was in front of 
this Mission that the ‘‘Bear Flag’ was raised. 








THE CRUCIFIX CARRIWD BY FR.JUNIPSRO SSRRA. 





THE MUSEUM OF THE MISSIONS 


The mission idea is responsible for the birth of California civilization, 
yet the magnitude and importance of the achievement is completely sub- 
merged in the halo of time as the ever passing years persistently take their 
toll in the gradual crumbling of the once stately missions. The press of 
present day advancement overshadows, not only what remains of the 
buildings, but the very idea of the original plan, its objectives and its 
importance to the contribution to California history is fast being effaced 
from the memory of man. 

There are many who, in seeking for a solution of the problem, clamor 
for a physical restoration of the mission buildings, with the thought no 
doubt, that brown robed priests, neophytes, Indians, black-eyed senoritas 
and dashing caballeros would immediately become a part of the picture 
in order to give local color. But a complete and authentic restoration of 
any one of them, much less the entire chain, is almost a physical and finan- 
cial impossibility. True there have been a few instances where a part of 
the original buildings have been restored, but the gesture has been rather 
futile, pitiful almost in its incompleteness and lack of environment, when 
one considers the former grandeur and glory of these huge establishments. 

The present ownership of the original mission properties is vested in 
a religious organization whose office is necessarily religion and who have 











had no training or inclination in archeology or museum preparation. Even 
if it were possible to provide the almost prohibitive sum required to restore 
the entire chain to its former complete state, the upkeep and the per- 
manent staff would be entirely out of proportion to the results sought. 
Many of these buildings are quite isolated and few visitors can be expected. 
From a museum standpoint all of the churches have so much in common 
that separate museums at the sites of each mission would entail much 
expensive duplication, in fact there is a large amount of museum material 
of which there is only one piece making the acquisition of twenty-one 
entire exhibits just alike, entirely out of the question. 

So, as the public interest is daily clamoring for intimate knowledge 
concerning the former state of the missions, and that it is not possible to 
restore the missions, and adding thereto a separate museum, let us then 
concentrate all of the available information, together with what may be 
acquired, into one grand central museum. Under one roof and coordi- 
nated by scientific direction, this exhibition will become of such educa- 
tional, historical and museum importance as to merit a favorable posi- 
tion among the outstanding of the country’s museums. It is with this 











thought in mind that the following architectural studies have been made 
and are herewith presented. 


The location would preferably be at Monterey. It is located midway 
on the mission chain and still retains much of its colonial atmosphere. 
The structures shall incorporate into their design and construction as 
much of the same character of material and structure as employed by the 
missions, deviating, only where construction necessity demands modern 
engineering practice such as indirect lighting, ventilation and heating. 


In presenting a proposition of this character the fact must be kept 
uppermost that a museum which will include an intimate story of the 
missions must carry a central theme typifying the mission idea and its 
objective, at the same time each mission, having its own individual story 
to tell, must also occupy prominent places in the exhibit. Therefore a 
grand hall, The Hall Of The Ecclesiastics, is presented as the central theme 
around which are to be grouped twenty-one separate museums which will 
tell the intimate story of each mission in detail. 


The central theme of each of these twenty-one museums and around 
which the entire museum idea is to be presented shall be an elaborate 
scale replica or model of the mission in question, that is, one model for 
each mission. It shall show as much as possible of the detail of the estab- 























lishment as it appeared in the zenith of its glory and around this model 
shall be grouped the exhibits depicting the characteristics and activities 
of the mission from its founding to its close as a Franciscan activity. 

Further museum space is also provided to care for such general ex-. 
hibit requirements which may be necessary to show the era of transpor- 
tation, the ships of discovery, the ranch life and the civil government. 

Ones imagination is immediately captivated by following its ramifi- 
cations into the possibilities of this plan. Into one spacious, well-appoint- 
ed museum can be concentrated the vastly important mission history 
and the importance of this story in the development of California and 
the entire country can be emphatically presented. The field of variation 
which is possible in the treatment of each of the mission halls and its 
accompanying saint’s niches, offers a field of exceptional opportunity for 
artistic creation. The opportunity to attract gifts such as statues, paint- 
ings, and in fact entire exhibits and shrines is a most promising one. 
The cooperation of every student, society, organization, school and college 
is assured. 

And so, as a labor of love, in the hope that from it may evolve the 


solution of our mission problem, this volume is presented C ; 
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